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I’m very proud to present this annual report for 2015-16 illustrating, once more, Travelling Light’s commitment to 
producing thought provoking high quality performances for young audiences, a dedication to engaging and 
contributing to the local Bristol community and our continuing support to emerging artists.

This year has been particularly special with the restaging and hugely successful tour of INTO THE WEST, a true 
landmark in Travelling Light’s production history to mark 20 years since its original production way back in 1996.

It’s also been a year of firsts for Travelling Light, taking the enormously popular STRICTLY BALTI to the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival and staging the charming SNOW MOUSE, created for our youngest ever audiences – 18 months old!

It has also been an incredible year for our participation programmes; LOUDER THAN WORDS enduring positive 
impact upon participants and the engagement of Travelling Light’s YOUTH BOARD of elected representatives from 
each age group of our theatre groups facilitating and giving a true platform for their voice to be heard.

I would especially like to pay tribute to the tremendous dedication and passion to Travelling Light embodied by each 
and every member of staff, volunteers and my fellow board members by their commitment, support and ready 
willingness to bring their imagination.

We are as ever, grateful for the on-going support by our partners, funders and friends who enable Travelling Light’s 
mission to create outstanding theatre for and with young people that inspires their thinking, engages their emotions 
and fires their imaginations. 

Ian Reid
Chair of Travelling Light Board
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To develop a resilient and sustainable organisation for the future

Anyone and everyone can engage in theatre making 

We create excellent, ground-breaking and inspirational theatre
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CREATE

This Christmas production was the third remount of 
CINDERELLA: A FAIRYTALE, which we co-produced 
with Tobacco Factory Theatres for a run at 
mac Birmingham. 
“This was a production devised with a fabulous mix of 
humour, thought and interaction”  Families Online

Following a successful pilot tour in 2014, in 2015 we 
took STRICTLY BALTI to Edinburgh Fringe Festival (an 
exciting first visit to the Fringe for Travelling Light) then 
on an autumn tour visiting 24 different venues and 11 
secondary schools with a total of 72 performances. 
“It was a very emotional experience which echoed 
personal dilemmas of identity as a British Asian married to 
an Englishman. Thank you for the language, laughter and 
poignancy of growing up in a country astride 2 cultures.”  
Audience member 
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Total Performances: 54 
Total audiences: 6,717 

Total Performances: 72 
Total audiences: 4,566

Our first co-production 
with the egg theatre in Bath, 
SNOW MOUSE was created 
for children aged 18 months – 
4 years, and was the first 
design-led show we have 
made. We worked with fine 
artist and sculptor Edwina 
Bridgeman and emerging 
director Ellen Havard to 
create a snowy forest cosy 
cocoon world which delighted 
children and grown-ups alike.
“It felt like Christmas, it was truly 
magical.” Audience member 

Total Performances: 51 
Total audiences: 2,086



CREATE
INTO THE WEST

PLAYTIME R&D

We celebrated the 20th anniversary of our most successful show to date, INTO THE WEST, which we toured 8 times 
between 1996 and 2002, by bringing the original creative team together again for a four month tour kicking off in 
March 2016.  This much loved show has received a rapturous audience reception to date, and we can’t wait to see 
audience reactions to the rest of the run, which culminates in a 3 week residency at Tobacco Factory Theatres, Bristol.
‘Incredible! From the first waves on the seashore till the last dramatic ending!! Amazing cast! For us this is the best!’ Audience 
Member 

Total Performances: 10 
Total audiences: 917

“Working with the younger children was wonderful. I certainly learnt a lot from watching their imaginations work and their 
commitment to their stories and ideas. It just reminded me that we can all connect to the child-like self we still possess and that 
we should connect with it more often”  Participant

We launched PLAYTIME R&D, our new 
venture into research and development for 
new shows. The idea was to gather a group 
of professional and non-professional artists 
together with members of our youth theatre 
for two days of playing, improvising, creating 
and learning. The mixture of ages, skills and 
experience proved to be very creative and 
the participants all had a fantastic time.



“Working with the younger children was wonderful. I certainly learnt a lot from watching their imaginations work and their 
commitment to their stories and ideas. It just reminded me that we can all connect to the child-like self we still possess and that 
we should connect with it more often”  Participant
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In summer 2015 we provided a public 
performance opportunity for our youth theatre 
participants through our Youth Circus Project 
with Circomedia. This project enabled 27 young 
people to learn new skills, leading to a 
performance of their show LEFT ALONE at 
Bristol Harbour Festival.  

“I really enjoyed bringing theatre & circus together 
and getting the opportunity to perform outside at 
Harbourside Festival”  Participant

Total Sessions: 19 
Total Participant Experiences: 213

A THOUSAND SEASONS PAST was the 
culmination of the Wapping Wharf Project, 
a partnership project with Bristol Old Vic Young 
Company, Bristol Museums and Archives and Bristol 
Records office which explored the stories of New 
Bristol Gaol in the Wapping Wharf area of Bristol. 16 
young people created a show based on these 
stories, which they performed to over 448 people in 
a unique outdoor performance space in the heart of 
the historic waterfront.  

The show was well received by audiences who 
described it as “mesmerising from start to finish. 
Creative storytelling expertly performed by the young 
cast.”  The young participants also fed back that the 
learning experience was extremely valuable: 
“We have listened to one another and it hasn’t been just 
one person’s idea, it has been all our ideas to make the 
show a fantastic time-travelling experience.”  Jasmine, 11

Total Sessions: 63 
Total Participant Experiences:  996
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Thanks to support from BBC Children in Need, 
our LOUDER THAN WORDS youth theatre group 
for young people with additional needs has gone 
from strength to strength.  The 10 regular 
participants worked closely with a specialist team 
to create a film, imagined and devised by the young 
people themselves, to be showcased in summer 
2016. This work, alongside outreach taster 
sessions in special schools allowed us to provide 
over 200 experiences for young people with 
additional needs aged 7-16. 

“His pride in coming to drama is a major thing. To 
be able to say ‘I go to drama and my brother goes to 
football’ gives him a sense of ownership. Having those 
things outside of school like any other child would have 
after- school activities, that’s just about him. ” Parent 
of participant

We have enjoyed working with an extremely 
committed YOUTH BOARD this year made up 
of 6 representatives of the 7-19 youth theatre 
groups. They have worked alongside the trustees 
to support our business plan, represent the 
voices of our Youth Theatre and also create a 
very successful fundraising campaign, exceeding 
their target of £800 and raising £1300.

See more about the Youth Board’s #ActPlayBe 
campaign by watching their Crowfunder video on
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/actplaybe or on our 
YouTube channel.

Total Sessions: 32
Total Participant Experiences: 218

Total Sessions: 3
Total Participant Experiences: 13
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Total Sessions: 111
Total Participant Experiences: 1530

This year we have engaged with over 60 young 
people at our weekly YOUTH THEATRE 
sessions, 50% of whom are from our local area of 
BS5.  Our members describe the youth theatre 
as a ‘second home’ where they are able to make 
friends and develop their skills and confidence 
within a safe environment. We offer regular 
performance opportunities to our youth theatre 
members as well as the chance to watch 
professional shows through our Young Critics 
programme.   

“It’s an escape from the world.” “It’s our place and 
our space.” Participants

ENGAGE



ENGAGE

We have continued to introduce our local families 
to theatre through our FAMILY THEATRE project, 
delivered in partnership with DragonBird Theatre 
Company and Barton Hill Settlement Family Centre.  
In 2015/16 we were able to extend our provision 
to include our local nursery, Cashmore Early Years 
Centre.  We also provided storytelling sessions at St 
Philips Marsh Nursery.

Total sessions: 20
Total participant experiences: 403

We returned to Victoria Park Primary School for 
a week of crazy creativity culminating in the Great 
Big Library Shake-Up, performed to family and 
friends at Bedminster Down School.

Total sessions: 10
Total participant experiences: 1440

With the support of a Wellbeing Grant from Ashley, 
Easton & Lawrence Hill Neighbourhood Partnership 
we have been able to develop our relationship with 
our local school, City Academy Bristol through 
offering a Theatre Making project for 10 young 
people.  The project culminated in a performance 
Avengers Assemble for family and friends. We have 
also provided After School Theatre workshops to 
Oldfield School in Bath.

Total sessions: 20
Total participant experiences: 303

A new venture for Travelling Light was 
Barton Camp, developing an offer for 

Bristol Children’s Help Society, working with 
with 84 young people from the most deprived 

wards in Bristol as part of their summer holiday
experience at Barton Camp.  

Total sessions: 10
Total participant experiences: 168

FAMILY THEATRE
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PLAY-IN-A-WEEK

ENGAGE

EMPLOYABILITY

BBTEC

BESPOKE WORKSHOP
HAVE A GO

This year 4 GCSE students completed their Bronze 
Arts Award after spending the week with us, along 
with 6 university students on placement. Four of 
these were part of an annual scheme in 
collaboration with Bristol University, which enabled 
the students to form their own company, Ripple 
Theatre, and create a brand new piece of children’s 
theatre, which was performed to 230 audience 
members including our Youth Theatre and local 
school Barton Hill Primary.  

Total sessions: 108
Total participant experiences: 239

We continued to work in partnership with Bristol 
and Bath Theatre Educators Consortium (BBTEC) 
providing CPD to 16 teachers, a Teachers Network 
Event for 20 staff and Industry days for 140 students.

Total sessions: 5
Total participant experiences: 227

We provided interactive Have a Go experiences 
for primary and secondary school children 
linked to our shows STRICTLY BALTI and INTO 
THE WEST. 

Total sessions: 14
Total participant experiences: 331

During the summer we delivered a day 
of storytelling workshops for students

transitioning from Year 6 to Year 7 at City 
Academy Bristol.  We also designed drama 

workshops for City of Bristol College, 
working with English for Speakers of Other 
Language students.

Total sessions: 3
Total participant experiences: 61



4 
professional 

shows 

Our 
first visit to 
Edinburgh 

Fringe 
Festival

An 
installation 

show for 
babies and 
toddlers

2 major 
youth theatre 
collaborations Louder 

Than Words 
produce their 

first film
We reached 
audiences of 

14,734 
people 

Total number 
of sessions 

807

Total 
participatory 
experiences 

6,142

TO SUM UP...



DEVELOP
In 2015-16, Travelling Light delivered the first year of our new three year business plan. In order to sustain our 
programme of work we entered into new three year funding agreements with our core funders, Arts Council 
England and Bristol City Council, as well as gaining another two years funding from Tudor Trust to support our 
Participation Director’s post. 

Our new Business Development Group developed the company’s first three year fundraising strategy. The strategy 
aims to increase our unrestricted income through individual giving, developing corporate relationships and moving 
from short term project based grants towards more long term core funding.  We also employed a freelance 
Fundraiser to upskill our staff team and support them to seek new sources of income.

Arts Council: 
£202,000

Earned income - other trading activities & 
Theatre tax relief: £27,554 

Core & governance costs: £116,573

Earned income – Productions: £51,316

Donations: £1,713

Grants from Trusts and Foundations: £22, 434

Bristol City Council: £31,488

INCOME

Participation: £91,068

Productions: 
£154,660

Copies of the full accounts are available on request.

EXPENDITURE

Earned income – Participation £22,365

Raising funds £15,632



LOOKING FORWARD: 
PLANS FOR 2016-17



CREATE
• Touring our remount of INTO THE WEST into venues nationally to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the play. 
• Conducting our first theatre tour specifically for libraries in collaboration with the 
LibrariesWest consortium, THE MYSTERIOUS VANISHMENT OF POBBY AND 
DINGAN.
• Supporting the remount of CINDERELLA: A FAIRYTALE our co-production with 
Tobacco Factory Theatres, for a Christmas run at Tobacco Factory Theatres. 
• Re-mounting our successful Christmas show SNOW MOUSE in co-production with 
the egg (Theatre Royal Bath) and adapting the show to reach our youngest ever 
audiences of babies aged 3 months up. 
• Re-mounting BOING! our dazzling dance theatre co-production with the Bristol 
Old Vic at On the Edge Festival in Birmingham in July, and at the Unicorn Theatre 
London at Christmas.
• Touring Brad McCormick’s SAMMY AND THE SNOW LEOPARD nationally as part 
of our ongoing Artist Development Programme. 

ENGAGE 
• Delivering The Dahl Project, a collaborative outreach project with Tobacco Factory 
Theatres, celebrating the 100th anniversary of Roald Dahl’s birth. 
• Continuing to deliver regular subsidised youth theatre provision for young people 
aged 4-19 and exploring new performance opportunities for the young people. 
• Further developing Louder Than Words, our specialist youth theatre for young 
people with additional needs, including developing new links with special schools. 
• Offering high quality theatre making experiences to schools across Bristol through 
our new schools menu and continuing to engage with our local schools in Barton Hill. 
• Offering high quality career development experiences for young people through 
work experience, student placements and supporting young emerging theatre makers 
aged 19-25.  

DEVELOP
• Delivering year one of our three year fundraising strategy which will include 
audience development, a new CRM system, launching a ‘Friends’ scheme,  and 
developing more long term grant applications and strategic relationships with trusts 
and foundations. 
• Recruiting a new Artistic Producer between September 2016 and January 2017. 
• Setting out our plans for 2018-2022 in order to secure ongoing funding from our 
core funders Bristol City Council and Arts Council England.



PEOPLE

Dienka Hines
General Manager

STAFF

Jude Merrill
Artistic Producer

Georgina Densley
Participation Director

Jo Woodcock
Production Manager

Lizzy Cummins
Creative Learning Officer

Giulia Bianchini
Youth Theatre Coordinator

Alison Sully
Office Manager

Lydia Woolley
Marketing & Participation Assistant

ASSOCIATES
Aaron Parsons
Adam Carpenter
Aimee Davies
Alex Vann
Alice Nicholas
Alistair Debling
Amy Hydes
Bethan Nash
Bing Lyle
Camilla Adams
Caroline Dean

Charlotte Norgaard
Charlotte Wright
Craig Edwards
Craig Fuller
Debs Machin
Ed Patrick
Edwina Bridgeman
Ellen Havard
Grace Swordy
Greg Banks
Helen Ripper

Holly Stoddart
Ian Holder
Jenny Farmer
Jôel Daniel
John East
Katie Storer
Katie Sykes
Kerry Russell
Kirsty Asher
Lara Simpson
Laura Street

Liz Hague
Lucy Tuck
Marc Parrett
Mark Tucker
Mike Akers
Nick Spratling
Nik Partridge
Nina Logue 
Paul Curley
Rew Lowe
Saikat Ahamed

Samuel Bailey
Seamus Carey 
Sophie Turner
Tilly Langdon
Tom Johnson
Victoria Hole
Victoria Willmott
Zoe Davies
Zoe Wright

We are indebted to the staff, associates and volunteers who made everything 
possible in 2015-16



PATRONS
Philippa Lowthorpe
Richard Pendlebury 
Vanessa Stephenson 
Sir Nick Williams

PHOTOS
Camilla Adams Photograhy
Farrows Creative
Nick Spratling
Nick Hynan

COMPANY INFORMATION
Company Number 02539087
Charity Number 1065012
Registered Office Barton Hill Settlement 43 Ducie Road   
   Lawence Hill
   Bristol
   BS5 0AX

Godfrey Wilson Ltd 
Chartered Accountants 
& Registered Auditors, 
5th Floor,
Mariner House,
62 Prince Street
Bristol, BS1 4QD

AUDITORS

TRUSTEES
Ian Reid
Layla Barron 
Morag Massey 
John Middleton 
Angela Nansera
Tom Rowe

Thanks to departing trustees: 
Jenny Etches, Jack Lacey

@tl_theatre

search Travelling 
Light Theatre

www.travellinglighttheatre.org.uk

With thanks to our funders:



Just bring your imagination...


